NEVILLE   CHAMfeEkLAtN

Miss Endicott shortly before their marriage: "After
dinner I got down one of the farces I wrote a long time
ago and read it to the family, who proved a most
indulgent audience. Then Neville played to us a Lied
of Mendelssohn's and part of a Sonata by Beethoven,"
The vision conjured up by these two sentences is of a
happy family party, with the terrible "Joe" in a mood
which no Gladstonian would have conceived as even
possible.

How long Neville Chamberlain might have
remained an accountant it is impossible to say, for in
1890 his father embarked upon an enterprise which
was to have considerable influence upon his future
career. It has already been shown how, when
Mr, Joseph Chamberlain retired from business to
enter public life, he sold out, and a good deal of his
capital was invested in South American securities.
About the end of the eighties there was a slump in
Argentina, and he suffered severely. It was then that
he met in Montreal the Governor of the Bahamas,
who was full of the possibilities of that colony with
the cultivation of the sisal plant. It would, he felt,
give a hemp equal to the best Manila, and if grown
on a sufficiently large scale would develop the islands,
and enrich the capitalist who was bold enough to
undertake the venture. As a rising Imperialist
Mr. Chamberlain was interested, and as a man, in
view of his financial position, he was attracted, and
Mr. Garvin prints some extracts from a letter to
Mr. Jesse Collins which reflect his attitude:

On this trip an incident occurred which may have
great importance in the fortunes of the Chamberlain
ly.    At Montreal I saw Sir Ambrose Shea,